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Reported Incidence of
Cases at the ISU
Veterinary Teaching Hospital
by Nadia VanderGaast *
Cases dealing with trauma are the most
commonly seen cases at lSU's Teaching Hos-
pital followed closely by gastrointentestinal
and dermatological cases. From information
gathered since 1980, trauma cases comprised
20 % of the caseload in 1980 and remained the
number one complaint despite a steady de-
cline in the number of cases seen (12 % in
1984). Gastrointestinal cases were the second
most commonly seen problem, accounting for
14% of the hospital's caseload in 1980 and
decreasing slightly to 12 % in 1984. Dermato-
logical cases were a close third, supplying
12 % of the caseload in 1980 and increasing
slightly to 13% in 1984.
Several other areas also contributed to the
Teaching Hospital's workload. These included
urology (6-7 %), respiratory problems (4-
5%), nutrition problems (4-5%), and car-
diology (3-5 %). Reproduction and endocrine
problems, dental work and hematology com-
prised a scant 1-3 % each of the caseload.
These results compare favorably with those
of the survey conducted last year by the Alpo
Pet Center, which polled 2,540 small animal
practitioners. The most frequently seen health
problem among these practitioners were der-
matological disorders, followed by gastroin-
testinal disorders. Unlike lSD's Teaching Hos-
pital, trauma was listed as the sixth most com-
monly seen condition. The fact that lSU is a
referral hospital as well as maintaining 24
hour emergency facilities may account for the
high percentage of gastrointestinal and
trauma cases.
'Ms. VanderGaast is a first-year student in the College
of Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State University.
56
Percentages of Cases Seen Each Year
early
Category 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985
Cardiology 3.33 4.44 4.37 396 5.54 7.24
Reproduction 1.75 2.03 2.07 1.77 2.56 2.62
Endocrine 2.17 2.38 1.92 1.74 1.99 1.46
Respiratory 4.39 5.39 5.17 4.59 4.65 3.67
Dermatologic 12.11 11.52 12.23 13.31 13.28 13.74
Castro-Intestinal 14.10 13.18 13.99 12.20 11.85 13.11
Urology 6.06 6.26 7.23 6.46 7.53 8.91
Dental 1.87 127 1.92 1.48 1.38 2.41
Nutrition 4.13 4.51 3.79 4.00 4.15 4.62
Trauma 20.05 18.69 16.62 15.37 11.78 9.44
Hematology 1.49 2.14 2.23 2.63 2.23 3.99
All others 28.53 28.18 28.45 32.48 33.04 28.75
--
-- -- -- -- --
Total cases seen 9519 9547 9375 9656 5737 953
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